242      MY LADY OF ORANGE

Alva must love me' I had set his army
by the ears now, and his campaign wasover
for that year Cordteu! They "were very
easy to play upon to one who knew them,
those brave Germans Indeed, I was quite
contented, for the task had not been with-
out risk There was no one else I could
trust to do it Oh yes, I was quite con-
tented And when I saw Gabnelle again

The horse and I, we spent a very happy
day together in spite of the rain. There
was plenty of grass and good enough food
And even the rain stopped at last

I slept a short sleep and a sound, spite of
an aching thigh And with the morning I
was in the saddle again to go back to Alk-
maar once more.

It was the eighth day of October*

Warily and quietly we came through the
wood, back along the paths we had galloped
so hastily yesterday, through the wood and
out into the open. Yes, Don Frederico was
going, and most of him was gone 1

Quickly I drew back into the shadow and
watched them go, and as I sat there I knew